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OUR CULTURE & VALUES 

 
Every church – indeed any organisation, family or company of 
people – has a distinctive ‘culture’.  Just like every human body has 
a unique DNA, so every church has a distinct way of doing things.  
The culture is often described as the set of values that defines 
‘how we do things round here’. 
Here at LIFEHOUSE we have three sentences that attempt to 
define our culture and values… 
 
 
“We are a welcoming, authentic, generous, passionate Jesus-
centred community.”   
 
 
“welcoming” – We have already seen that building relationships in 
the church is vital.  However if a church is not careful, it can 
become self-focussed and self-absorbed.  It can become a clique, 
a ‘holy club’, without even realising it!  The people in the New 
Testament Church were encouraged to greet one another 
(2Cor.13:12), to accept others (Rom.15:17) and to offer hospitality 
(1Pet.4:9).  Here at LIFEHOUSE we are determined to be a friendly, 
welcoming, accepting community. 
 
“authentic” – The ancient Greek philosopher Socrates said “the 
first key to greatness is to be in reality what we appear to be”.  
The Bible speaks a good deal about integrity (Prov.10:9, Prov.11:3 
& Psalm 78:72).  Integrity is the opposite of hypocrisy. Integrity is 
about being real, being honest, being transparent.  The apostle 
Paul tells a young friend to make sure that his lifestyle reflects his 
beliefs rather than contradicts them (1Tim.4:16).  In the Old 
Testament God’s people suffered the loss of all the valuable gold 
shields used by the army.  Their response was to make bronze 



 
 

shields to replace them, so at least everything might look right, at 
least form a distance (1Kings 14:25-28).  How very sad.  Here at 
LIFEHOUSE we want to be a community of people who don’t need 
to put on masks – we want people to know they can be real; they 
can be honest about their doubts, fears and anxieties, as well as 
their successes, joys and dreams. 
 
“generous” – A hallmark of the early church was its generosity 
(Acts 4:32).  The church in Ephesus was urged to be generous and 
willing to share (1Tim.6:18-19).  The Christians at Philippi were told 
that God will meet their needs because they have been so 
generous (Phil.4:18-19).  When the apostle Paul wrote to the 
church in Corinth he spent 2 whole chapters explaining the 
importance of generosity (2 Cor. 8 & 9).  Perhaps Paul’s most 
memorable comment from that passage is: “whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, whoever sows generously will 
also reap generously (2 Cor. 9:6).  Here at LIFEHOUSE we are 
committed to being a generous people.  We are generous with our 
finances, generous with our time, generous with our praise to God, 
generous in our gratitude to others, generous in our attitude to 
others, wanting to believe the best of them, and when necessary 
we are generous with our forgiveness. 
 
“passionate” – One of the most famous verses in the Bible 
highlights Jesus’ passion for people (John 3:16).  The apostle John 
tells us that when Jesus sacrificed his life for us, he showed us 
what real love is like (1 John 3:16 and 4:9-10).  However he goes 
on to say that in response to this it is natural for us to love Him (1 
John 4:19).  Many people’s perception of church is that it is boring, 
bland and insipid.  Sadly, it has to be said, this is often true.  
Relationship with God was never intended to be that way; God 
wants us to love him with all our heart, with all our soul, and with 
all our strength (Deut. 6:5).  He wants us to be passionate for Him, 
and for His mission in this world.  We have already seen that in the 
Bible the final picture of the church is that it is the bride of Christ 
(Rev.19:7 and 21:2).  Here at LIFEHOUSE we are a passionate 



 
 

people, living in anticipation of the time we will enjoy eternity with 
our Heavenly Husband! 
 
“Jesus-centred” – The Bible makes it clear that the Lord Jesus 
Christ created all things, sustains all things, and one day will be 
heir of all things (John 1:3 and Heb. 1:2-3).  Jesus is not a super-
angel. He is the unique Son of God, the Saviour of the world, the 
Head of the Church, the prototype of a New Creation (Col. 1:15-
20).  For this reason we make no apology about being obsessed 
with Jesus and wanting to worship Him!  He himself declared that 
He is the only way into relationship with God (John 14:6), and we 
believe Him!  We trust Him.  We want to develop our relationship 
with Him.  We talk with Him frequently.  And he listens!  He is even 
kind enough to talk to us.  And we are learning to listen to Him.  
We frequently read His Word, the Bible, and He guides us through 
it.  We ask His Holy Spirit to help us become more like Jesus.  Here 
at LIFEHOUSE we are totally committed to following Jesus, getting 
to know Him better, and faithfully representing Him in this world. 
 
“community” – Followers of Jesus were never intended to exist in 
isolation.  When people come into relationship with God they 
become part of His covenant community (Exodus 19:5-6 and 1 
Peter 2:5 & 9-10).  John Wesley said that the Christian faith is not 
a solitary religion.  We seek to be a community of faith, taking 
seriously the fact that we are the family of God (Eph. 2:19 and Gal. 
6:10) and treating one another as brothers and sisters within that 
family.  It is important for Christians to be planted, to put down 
roots, to be established.  Here at LIFEHOUSE we do not believe in 
‘Lone-Ranger Christians’; we believe each person is designed to 
live in relationship with God and in meaningful relationship with 
others in His community. 
 
“We are a balanced evangelical-Pentecostal church, emphasising 
both strong Biblical teaching and prayerful openness to the power 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the development of Christ-like 
character in our lives.” 



 
 

 
Being ‘balanced’ does not mean being bland and boring!  
Sometimes people misunderstand and think that being balanced 
means being uncommitted, always diplomatically neutral.  
However being balanced is often about being passionately 
committed to two things which can seem to be in tension.  Jesus 
says it is often important to be committed to two things 
simultaneously (see Luke 11:42).  Sometimes Christians can run 
from one spiritual fad to another, chasing one trendy experience 
after another.  Here at LIFEHOUSE we are committed to the truth 
of the Bible and the power of the Holy Spirit. Everything we do is 
based on the Holy Scripture, and everything we do is guided by the 
Holy Spirit.  We believe the fruit of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit are equally valuable in our community.  We seek to 
become more like Jesus in His character and more like Jesus in His 
life-giving power.  Here at LIFEHOUSE, in all these areas it is never 
either/or; it is always both/and... 
 
“We seek to become an adventurous and innovative church, 
continually stretching our faith and helping people become more 
comfortable taking risks.”   
 
Early in the Old Testament God’s people began to understand that 
they were people on a journey (Num. 9:15-23).  God is not a static 
God; He is dynamic. He is incredibly creative; He is a God of 
movement.  His people learnt to get used to that!  When Jesus 
called people to Himself he did not say: “Come, stand by me”!  He 
said: “Come, follow me” (Matt. 4:19 and John 1:43).  Of all the 
Gospel writers Mark is the one who makes it clearest that if you 
come into relationship with Jesus you join His journey; the journey 
of the cross and the resurrection beyond.  Too often the 
institutional church has become the ‘preserver of the status quo’ in 
society, the maintainer of tradition, and the resister of all things 
new.  This is very sad, because Jesus was the initiator of a 
revolutionary movement, not the former of a static institution.  
Here at LIFEHOUSE we embrace the truth that as followers of 



 
 

Jesus we are on a journey.  We most certainly are not yet the 
‘finished article’!  We readily acknowledge that each of us has a 
long way to go, and we are asking God’s Holy Spirit to help us on 
that journey – to become more like Him and to represent Him 
more faithfully.  God is an adventurous God and we aim to 
become like Him.  We want to be open to fresh revelation from 
Him and to embrace fresh opportunities that arise.  We realise 
that taking this attitude will challenge us, it may even be daunting 
for some, but it will stretch out faith in Christ.  And that is what our 
journey with Him is all about! 
 

 

OUR MISSION 

 
“Our mission is to make disciple-making disciples in the city of 
Worcester and the surrounding area, reaching into peoples’ lives 
with the love and power of Jesus, and understanding that mission is 
from the other side of the street to the other side of the world.” 
 
After His resurrection, before Jesus returned to heaven, He 
commanded his followers to ‘go and make disciples’ (Matt. 28:19).  
Here at LIFEHOUSE, not only do we take His command seriously, 
we seek to help people to become disciples who will then cause 
others to become disciples too.  Not only are we people on a 
journey, we are people on a mission.  Jesus’ mission.  And we are 
grateful that He has empowered us and equipped us to be able to 
fulfil that mission (Acts 1:8).  We believe that this mission starts on 
our doorstep and reaches to the ‘ends of the earth’.  We seek to 
do all that we can to show the love of Christ in many practical 
ways to those outside the church.  We also want to confront 
people with the power of Jesus, and help them understand that 
their lives can be transformed by an encounter with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  He is the bringer of hope, the bringer of peace, the bringer 
of forgiveness, and the bringer of purpose.  And we want people 
outside the church to know that! 
 



 
 

“We are a Kingdom-focussed church, recognising that although our 
church has a distinctive emphasis and spiritual heritage, we are a 
part of God’s bigger plans for His Church in Worcester.” 
 
We take seriously that part of the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ where we say 
“Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:10).  We recognise that our mission is to see the 
Kingdom of God becoming more and more evident in this world.  
In our hearts.  In our relationships.  In our attitudes.  In our 
lifestyles.  We are committed to the Kingdom of God more than 
anything else.  Although we are part of the Pentecostal tradition, 
and are pleased to belong to the Elim movement, our primary 
focus is on the Kingdom of God.  We want to bring people to Jesus 
more than join any human organisation.  For this reason we are 
pleased to work alongside, and to partner with, any other church, 
ministry or mission that seeks to bring the Kingdom of God into 
people’s lives too.  We aim to do what we can to fight for  truth, 
justice and righteousness in society, and we are thrilled when we 
see people’s lives transformed by the impact of the love of Christ. 
Personal transformation and societal transformation are both 
evidence of the Coming Kingdom.  And here at LIFEHOUSE, 
everything we do is focussed on seeing God’s Kingdom come (Rev. 
22:17). 
 

 

 

OUR COVENANT AGREEMENT 

 
“We expect those who belong to our church family to embrace the 
church’s values, mission and vision, and to be willing to make 
appropriate sacrifices in seeking to fulfil that vision together.” 
 
It would be crazy to join any company of people if you didn’t 
believe what they believe and agree with their purpose.  Who 
would join a golf club if you didn’t like golf?!  Here at LIFEHOUSE 



 
 

we believe that it is a privilege to belong to the church.  Therefore 
if someone wants to join our church, they need to have accepted 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour, be determined to live with Jesus as 
their Lord, to have been baptised as a follower of Jesus, and to be 
filled – or be seeking to be filled – with the power of His Holy Spirit.  
We don’t want people to reluctantly accept or passively agree with 
these beliefs, values and mission.  We want each partner to 
embrace them, to pursue them, and to be involved in seeing lives 
changed by the power of Christ’s love.  This takes commitment, 
but here at LIFEHOUSE we believe that any sacrifice made for the 
Kingdom must be appropriate.  Sometimes in the past, people 
have jeopardised their health, their marriages, parent-child 
relationships, or something else, by inappropriate sacrifices ‘for the 
sake of the church’.  Here at LIFEHOUSE we have a shared 
commitment to a shared dream – to see the Kingdom of God 
come – and we hold one another to account that we will make 
appropriate sacrifices to see that dream realised.  We are not 
passive spectators, but active participants in the Mission of God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


